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indexed. Not illustrated. 1886 Excerpt: . the alum tends to unite the parts, and also, to a certain degree, prevents
danger from combustion. The union of these materials is such as to produce 50 a good insulation of the wires,
and such as to enable the composition to be readily cut or chipped out in inserting or removing wires or
repairing the same. In its natural state the asphaltum is too tough and adhesive to be 55 easily chipped. The
sulphur hardens it, so 40 that it becomes brittle to a considerable de grec, and can be readily chipped by a
proper tool. The rosi n has a somewhat similar effect, and in addition it binds the asphaltum, so that it will uot
break too easily. This mate-60 rial is comparatively cheap, and can be used for filling conduits of considerable
size without involving great cost. The drawings show one method of applying; my invention. A shows a conduit
or trough, 65 made of wood, plank, or any other suitable material, and attached to posts B B, the whole being
sunken in the ground. The top a and one side, b, are removable for filling in the compound or reaching the
wires. Doors C 70 are also preferably made at intervals for getting access to the interior. The wires D D are
passed through the conduit by extending through shallow side grooves, //, made of sheet metal, or by passing
around pegs T#, pro-75 jecting from one side. The wires are...
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