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for the Club, Also Names of Members The Filson Club was organized May 15, 1884, in Louisville. From the
standpoint of continuous existence it is the oldest historical association in Kentucky, and one of the oldest in the
Middle West. The thirty-one books of Kentucky history written by its members and printed as Filson Club
Publications are well known among students of national and Kentucky history and can be found in many of the
large libraries in the country. These Publications, however, represent only one phase of work accomplished by
the Club. Other activities are shown by the papers written for the Club and by sundry materials gathered by
members and now preserved in its Archives. Historical societies in other states and cities have done much good
work, but few, if any, were handicapped as has been The Filson Club in not owning a home of its own. A Filson
Club building and money to maintain it would have encouraged even greater activities among the members
and resulted in greater contributions to the Archives. Because the Club had no fireproof building much material
in Kentucky pertaining to the State s history has passed into the hands of libraries and historical societies in
other states. Its chief activity has been the encouragement of research work and the issuing of Publications.
These Publications have given the Club a position among the best historical societies in America. Historical
societies have been organized from time to time in Kentucky for the purpose of gathering...
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