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complacency, the metamorphosis in his appearance, she even began to make overtures touching his return to
her maternal care; but her eye falling accidentally upon his left hand, which was neatly wrapped up in a black
silk handkerchief, she stopped suddenly short--for our landlady, be it known, was not only an honest, but a
modest and sensible woman, as times go. William took leave of her in perfect good humour; and now, his
arrangements for the present being completed, he set himself seriously and anxiously to prepare for the future.
Among the thousand schemes which suggested themselves he could not find one which suited at the same time
his means and inclination. Either his capital was too small, or his knowledge too little; one plan was too mean,
and another too ambitious, and a third too tedious. His acquaintances, whom, in the phraseology of the world,
we have not scrupled to call friends, were neither numerous nor select; they all seemed, in fact, to hang with a
somewhat loose hold upon the world, and a prudent man would depend as little upon their judgment and
advice as a poor man would be likely to benefit by their purse or credit. Of these gentlemen Mr. Wilkins, the
agent, appeared to be the most business-like person. He was somewhat eccentric, it is true, in his motions, and
somewhat mysterious in his whereabout; but, as far as...
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