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Delivered Before the Phi Beta Kappa Society in Sanders Threatre, Cambridge, Thursday, June 25, 1896 A year
ago, on a very different occasion, | spoke of a subject which had impressed me deeply, and traced the effect
which developments, amounting to the opening of a new epoch in civilazation, are having on the profession to
which | belong. | felt that my task was incomplete, and that the influence of these developments on education
was equally important. An opportunity is now offered to consider this influence. Beginning with a review of the
conditions which have so impressed me, as the only way by which | can emphasize the importance of the events
through which we are now passing, | would give you an engineers idea of the duties of a university in this new
epoch. The early development of the human race has been divided into ethnical periods, representing
successive conditions of savagery and barbarism, which culminated in civilization. Students of this subject
recognize three periods of savagery, followed by three periods of barbarism. With the use of fire man passed
from his lowest condition into the second period and acquired a power the uses of which are not yet fully
developed. With the invention of the primitive form of projectile, the bow and arrow, he entered the third
period. With pottery, and the accessories which went with it, he passed from savagery to barbarism. By the
domestication of animals he added the strength of the brute creation to that of his own body. With the
manufacture of iron the last of the barbarous periods was entered. About...
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