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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 edition. Excerpt: . (Bob ana $ ? j c igbbor By Robert Blatchfobd (See pages
66, 121, 170) 4 * Lj OR all that, Robert, you re a notorious Infidel. I *. paused--just opposite the Tivoli--and gazed
moodily up and down the Strand. As I have remarked elsewhere, I like the Strand. It is a very human place. But I
own that the Strand lacks dignity and beauty, and that amongst its varied odors the odor of sanctity is scarcely
perceptible. There are no trees in the Strand. The thoroughfare should be wider. The architecture is, for the
most part, banal. For a chief street in a Christian capital, the Strand is not eloquent of high national ideals.
There are derelict churches in the Strand, and dingy, blatant taverns, and strident signs and hoardings; and
there are slums hard by. There are thieves in the Strand, and prowling vagrants, and gaunt hawkers, and touts,
and gamblers, and loitering failures, with tragic eyes and wilted garments; and prostitutes plying for hire. And
east and west, and north and south of the Strand, there is London. Is there a man amongst all London s millions
brave enough to tell the naked truth about the vice and crime, the misery and meanness, the hypocrisies and
shames of the great, rich, heathen city? Were such a man to arise amongst us and voice the awful truth, what
would his reception be? How would he fare at the hands of the Press,...
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