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with you on this effort and | will take any questions. Senator C. Thank you, Ms. Taylor. Mr. Morris, you are rec-
ARPER ognized. 1 TESTIMONY OF LEWIS MORRIS, CHIEF COUNSEL, OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL, U. S.
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES ORRIS Mr. M. On behalf of the Office of Inspector General,
thank you for the opportunity to discuss the OIGs health care anti-fraud strategy and suggest measures that
may help strengthen the integ-rity of the Federal health care programs. The United States spends more than 2
trillion on health care every year. The National Health Care Anti-Fraud Association esti-mates that of that
amount, at least 3 percent, or more than 60 billion each year, is lost to fraud. Improper payments for unallow-
able, miscoded, or undocumented services, and excessive payment rates for certain items and services also
wastes scarce Medicare and Medicaid resources. For Medicare and Medicaid to serve the needs of the
beneficiaries and remain solvent for future genera-tions, the government must pursue a comprehensive
strategy to combat waste, fraud, and abuse. Based on OIGs investigations as well as our audits and evalua-
tions of the Medicare and Medicaid programs, we believe an effec-tive health care integrity strategy must
embrace five principles. These principles are equally applicable to our oversight, CMSs pro-gram integrity
efforts, and Congresss legislative agenda. Let me go through those five principles. First, we must scrutinize
those who want to participate as pro-viders and suppliers prior to their enrollment in the Federal health care
programs. A lack of...
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