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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Esperance Morris Book, Vol. 2 The welcome
given to the first volume of the Esperance Morris Book, and the rapid growth of the movement for the revival of
our English folk dance, has made the preparation of this second volume a delightful task. The story of the
origin of the revival of the morris dance, and the unique part taken in that revival by the members of the
Esperance Club, needs no re-telling to-day. It is, perhaps, not so generally known that until aGer the oHicial
sanction of the Morris dance by the Board of Education and its inclusion in the school curriculum, the
instructors sent out by the Esperance Club were the only ones who had been directly taught by country dancers,
and that they - and they only - had up till that time carried the dances throughout the length and breadth of
England. As time goes on I am more and more convinced that if the movement for the restoration of English
folk dance to its natural inheritors, the folk, is to continue to be a success, every care must be taken to preserve
the simple and joyous spirit with which its first interpreters are identified. These dances, danced in the open,
were expressive of the most primitive emotions. In the days when they were part of the national life they were
danced at lamb ales, midsummer fairs, Whitsuntide festivals, and as part of mummers plays. In all this there
are indications that in days prior to the Christian era they were part of ancient religious ceremonial. I lately
paid another visit to Abingdon from which place three dances in Vol....
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