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television's true inventor, the battle he faced to capitalize on his breakthrough, and the powerful forces that
resulted in the collapse of his dreams. The son of a Mormon farmer, Farnsworth was born in 1906 in a single-
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want to attempt it himself. One day while he was walking through a hay field, Farnsworth took note of the
straight, parallel lines of the furrows and envisioned a system of scanning a visual image line by line and
transmitting it to a remote screen. He soon sketched a diagram for an early television camera tube. It was 1921
and Farnsworth was only fourteen years old. Farnsworth went on to college to pursue his studies of electrical
engineering but was forced to quit after two years due to the death of his father. Even so, he soon managed to
persuade a group of...
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